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PHONOLOGY 

Consonants 

stops: p, b, t, d, t 4, k, g 
aspirated: ph, (bh > p), th, dh, th, clh, kh, gh 
affricate: unaspirated: tj, d3 
aspirated: tjh, dsh 
fricatives: J, s, h 
nasals: m, n, r) 
laterals and flaps: 1, r, t, uh 

In Bengali, as typically in the Magadhan daughter languages, the three 
sibilants of Sanskrit (dental, retroflex, and palatal) have coalesced to give ///, 
with a tendency towards /s/, especially in Bangladesh. 

Conjunct consonants are formed, as in Devanagar]^ by means of jux- 
taposition and superimposition. Consonant clusters are simplified in pro- 
nunciation: e.g. laksya is realized as /lokk^o/, anekksan as /onekk^on/, paksi 
as /pokkhi/. 

Vowels 

i, e, cC, a, o, o, u 

All occur nasalized. Difference in length is not phonemic. The inherent 
vowel in the base consonantal form is hi, corresponding to Sanskrit/Hindi 
/a/. In the section on Morphology and Syntax below, a = lail, a = hi. 

'Vowel raising', a form of vocalic assimilation, is a characteristic feature of 
Bengali phonology. It can be broadly summarized as follows: 


h % /o, e, o/ -^ [o, i, u] if the following syllable contains HI or /u/ 

o I /i, u, e/ -^ [e, o, ae] if the following syllable contains /o, a, e/ or lol 


/a/ — > [e] if the preceding syllable contains HI 

/a/ — > [o] if the preceding syllable contains /u/ 

For example, cali 1 go' is pronounced [coli]: hi raised to [o] before HI; from 
sona 'to hear': sunt 1 hear': lol — > [u] before III; iccha 'wish' — > icche: /a/ — ^ 
[e], as preceding syllable countains HI, The hi — > [o] and Id — > [ae] shifts 
affect pronunciation only; the others are notated in the script. Both short 
and long / and u still figure in the Bengali vocalic inventory, but the 
distinction in length is no longer phonologically significant. 

Stress 

On first syllable in citation form, on headword of phrase in speech. 


